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4H Dog Project / Showmanship
“Showmanship” is one of the classes you may choose to enter your dog in at your county fair/show.                                               
You will need:  
A correctly fitting lead and collar.  Wide buckle collars and wide heavy leashes are not recommended.  For economic purposes, if you do not wish to purchase a show lead, you can use a link collar with a lightweight leash.  Flexi leads / retractable leads are strict no no’s.  

Bait.  Usually a yummy treat used to get the dog to show expression.  You might consider using something different than you use for training/practicing obedience, so that you can keep the dog interested in the treats.
A solid “stand/stay” command.  Your dog has to stand/stay in position so that the judge can examine him, hands on.

What is Showmanship?

In a showmanship class, you are demonstrating your ability to handle and present your dog to a judge.  The dog’s actual conformation (the way he is built) or whether he is purebred or mixed, is of no importance in 4H.  The emphasis is on your presentation of your dog while he is standing still (stacked) and while in motion (gaiting).  This includes positioning of the dog and grooming.
You must be able to convey some knowledge and understanding of your dog’s breed, or the breed chosen as that which the dog most resembles.  Visit www.akc.org and look at the pictures and descriptions of breeds to determine which breed your mix looks the most like.  You will then present your dog according to the chosen single breed standard he most resembles.

How well are you presenting your dog to the judge?  If he is a big dog are you moving him out in a good trot so the judge can see his movement?  If he is a small dog are you moving too fast, making the dog gallop?  Is he groomed well?  Are you stacking him (in a stationary position) so that he is displayed in the best possible way?  Is he stretched out too far?  Not enough?

Examples:  Especially note the difference in leg, head and neck positions.



  

      

    


Check to see what the “standards” are for your breed and look at the picture of your breed at www.akc.org
In 4H, if for example, your dog’s back is too long or his neck is too short and doesn’t completely comply with the standard for the breed, ITS OKAY (  What matters is how well you present the dog and show him to the judge in the best manner that you can.
                                                                                                                    Over for more (
Stacking:

You can position your dog to maximize his good features.  We will teach you how to “stack” your dog.  You will learn “hand stacking” and “free stacking.  When you hand stack your dog, you will be moving his legs and head to the desired positions by hand.  In free stacking, you will be allowing your dog to move into the stack position on his own, via your guidance.  
Gaiting:

You will learn how to move your dog around the ring so that the judge can see you handle the dog at a trot, showing his movement.  You must be able to move the dog straight, smoothly and most importantly at the correct speed for his size and breed standard.
Control is key.  
Kane county exhibitors and Kendall county exhibitors will be offered extra help via a drop in class and/or showmanship specific classes, dates TBD.

If you have questions please contact me at your convenience.  Email is most reliable for timely responses.
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